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former in order to compare them. It is alleged that the mind
perceives things apart from relations; that it forms ideas of
them in isolation from their connections — with what goes
before and conies after. Then judgment or thought is called
upon to combine the separated items of' knowledge ' so that
their resemblance or casual connection shall be brought out,
As matter of fact, every perception and every idea is a sense
of the bearings, use, and cause, of a thing. We do not really
know a chair or have an idea of it by inventorying and enumer-
ating its various isolated qualities, but only by bringing these
qualities into connection with something else — the purpose
which makes it a chair and not a table; or its difference from
the kind of chair we are accustomed to, or the ' period ' which
it represents, and so on, A wagon is not perceived when
all its parts are summed up; it is the characteristic connection
of the parts which makes it a wagon. And these connections
are not those of mere physical juxtaposition; they involve
connection with the animals that draw it, the things that are
carried on it, and so on. Judgment is employed in the percep-
tion ; otherwise the perception is mere sensory excitation or
else a recognition of the result of a prior judgment, as in the
case of familiar objects.
Words, the counters for ideas, are, however, easily taken for
ideas. And in just the degree in which mental activity is
separated from active concern with the world, from doing
something and connecting the doing with what is undergone,
words, symbols, come to take the place of ideas. The sub-
stitution is the more subtle because some meaning is recognized.
But we are very easily trained to be content with a mi'mimim
of meaning, and to fail to note how restricted is our per-
ception of the relations which confer significance. We get so
thoroughly used to a kind of pseudo-idea, a half perception,
that we are not aware how half-dead our mental action is,
and how much keener and more extensive our observations
and ideas would be if we formed them under conditions of a

